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3 N0410 N-5 Coding Instructions 
• N0410A–G: Code medications according to the 

pharmacological classification, not how they are being 
used. 

• N0410A, Antipsychotic: Record the number of days 
an antipsychotic medication was received by the resident 
at any time during the 7-day look-back period (or since 
admission/entry or reentry if less than 7 days). 

3 N0410 N-5–
N-9 

Page length changed due to revised content on N-5. 
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3 N0410 N-8 • During the first year in which a resident on a psychoactive 

medication is admitted, or after the nursing home has 
initiated such medication, nursing home staff should 
attempt to taper the medication or perform gradual dose 
reduction (GDR) as long as it is not medically 
contraindicated. Information on GDR and tapering of 
medications can be found in the State Operations 
Manual, Appendix PP, Guidance to Surveyors for 
Long Term Care Facilities (the State Operations 
Manual can be found at 
http://www.cms.gov/Manuals/IOM/list.asp 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html). 

3 N0410 N-8 — Multiple medication interactions exist with use of 
anticoagulants (information on common medication-
medication interactions can be found in the State 
Operations Manual, Appendix PP, Guidance to 
Surveyors for Long Term Care Facilities [the State 
Operations Manual can be found at 
http://www.cms.gov/Manuals/IOM/list.asp 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html]), which may 

3 N0410 N-9 
Additional information on psychoactive medications can be found 
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
Fifth Edition (DSM-5) (or subsequent editions) 
(http://www.psychiatry.org/practice/dsm), and the State 
Operations Manual, Appendix PP, Guidance to Surveyors for 
Long Term Care Facilities [the State Operations Manual can 
be found at (http://www.cms.gov/Manuals/IOM/list.asp 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/index.html)]. 
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3 N0410 N-9 

Additional information on medications can be found in: 

The Orange Book, http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/ob/ 

The National Drug Code Directory, 
http://www.fda.gov/drugs/informationondrugs/ucm142438.htm 

The following resources and tools provide information on 
medications including classifications, warnings, appropriate 
dosing, drug interactions, and medication safety information. 

• GlobalRPh Drug Reference, http://globalrph.com/drug-
A.htm 

• USP Pharmacological Classification of Drugs, 
http://www.usp.org/usp-healthcare-professionals/usp-
medicare-model-guidelines/medicare-model-guidelines-
v50-v40#Guidelines6. Directions: Scroll to the bottom of 
this webpage and click on the pdf download for “USP 
Medicare Model Guidelines (With Example Part D 
Drugs)” 

• Medline Plus, 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/druginformation.ht
ml 

• The DrugLib.com Index of Drugs by Category, 
http://www.druglib.com/drugindex/category/ 

This list is not all-inclusive. CMS is not responsible for the 
content or accessibility of the pages found at these sites. URL 
addresses were current as of the date of this publication. 
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